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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for providing program data, inte r activ e 
program guide (IPG) to a t e rmin al, the mothod comprising: 

broadcasting continually, from a head-end to a terminal, a fraction of a 
plurality of available interactive program guide l \PG) pages i nc l uding program 
l isting s as sociat e d with at l east one time slot to oaid terminal ; 

receiving , bv the head-end from the terminal, a request message from tho 
termina l for at (cast ono IPG pago, including program list i ngs associated with at toast 
one H iffrrrnt tim^ fht fr^rr + hn hrnnrfmrtnrl i Prc p -i g ^for a requested IPG page, the 
requested IPG page not being one of the continually b roadcast IPG pages; 

encoding , bv the head-end, only a guide portion of t he requested IPG page 
using a temporal slice persistence encoding scheme, t he requested IPG page 
including the guide portion and a background portion : 

assigning , bv the head-end, tho oncoded I PG pago with a particular packet 
identifier fPID^ to the encoded guide portion : and 

demand-castinas eftdi m- bv the head-end to the terminal, the encoded guide 
portion lPG pago a limited number of times in response to receiving the request 
message. 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the encoded 
guide portion of the requested IPG page is sent once in response to receiving the 
request message* 

3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
waiting for an acknowledgement indicating that the guide portion of the 

requested IPG page has been received; and 

upon receiving the acknowledgement, terminating the sending of the encoded 
guide portion of the requested IPG page. 

401616_1 
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4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the encoded 
guide portion of the requested IPG page is sent once initially in response to 
receiving the request message, the method further comprising: 

waiting for an acknowledgement indicating that the guide portion of the 
requested IPG page has been received; and 

if the acknowledgement is not received within a particular time period, 
resending the encoded guide portion of the requested IPG page a limited number of 
times. 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 4, wherein the encoded 
guide portion of the requested IPG page is resent once in response to not receiving 
the acknowledgement within the particular time period. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the encoded 
guide portion of the requested IPG page is sent once initially in response to 
receiving the request message, the method further comprising: 

receiving a seconda nethef request message from the terminal for the 
requested IPG page; and 

resending the encoded guide portion of the requested IPG page a limited 
number of times in response to receiving the seconda nethef request message. 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the particular PID 
used for the encoded guide portion of the requested IPG page is a PID assigned to 
the terminal for IPG delivery. 

8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
signalin g, bv the head-end to the terminal,, the identity of the particular PID 

used for the guide portion of the re quested IPG page. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the signaling is achieved via 
an in-band channel. 

40161 6_1 
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10. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the signaling is achieved via 
an out-of-band channel. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the particular PID 
used for the guide portion of the requested IPG page is computed based on a 
particular computation scheme. 

12. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the particular PID 
used for the guide portion of the requested IPG page is a PID assigned to the 
terminal for a duration of a communication session with the terminal. 

1 3. (Currently amended) A method for receiving pr o gram datarcgenorating 
interactive program guide ( I PG) at a term i na l, tho method comprising: 

receiving a continual broadcaste d at a terminal from a head- end, a fraction of 
a plurality of available interactive program guide ( IPG) page s i ncluding progr a m 
lis tings a s sociat e d w i th at loast - on e tirno clot to said terminal ; 

gendin gr e o e ivina . from the terminal to the head-end., a request message for a 
requested IPG page, the requested IPG page not being one of the continually 
broadcast IPG pages p ortioular I PG page having includ e d therein a guide portion 
sp ec i fic to tho pago ( oald particu l ar IPG p3g e not bo i ng ono of said broadcast e d t P -G 
pag e s ; 

sending a r e quest message to a hoad end for the roquootod IPG pago; 

receiving , at the terminal from the head-end, a transmission of a at l east th e 
guide portion of the requested IPG page, wherein the guide portion of the requested 
IPG page is transmitted a limited number of times in response to the request 
message; and 

regenerating at l e ast tho guido port i on of t he requested IPG page from the 
received transmission , the requested IPG page includin g the guide portion anda 
background portion . 

401816_1 
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14. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 3, further comprising: 
sending an acknowledgement to the head-end upon receiving the 

transmission for the guide portion of the requested IPG page. 

15. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 3, further comprising: 
prior to receiving the transmission for the ouide portion of the requested IPG 

page, and if the nuide portion of the requested IPG page is not received within a 
particular time period after sending the request message, resending the request 
message to the head-end for the requested IPG page. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of claim 13, wherein the 
transmission is assigned a particular packet identifier (PIP) at the head-end. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the particular PID used for 
the transmission is a PID assigned to the terminal for IPG delivery. 

18. (Currently amended) The method of claim 16, further comprising: 
receiving a message from the head-end indicating the particular PID assigned 

for the transmission of the guide portion of the r equested IPG page. 

19. (Currently amended) A system for providing program data, comprising: 
a video encoder operative to encode a plurality of continually broadcast 

interactive program guide (\PG) paae o broadcaotod program guido pages and at 
least-a guide portion of a requested I nteract i ve program guide ( IPG) page usinq_a 
temporal slice persistence encoding scheme , and torespectively generate a 
broadcast guide stream and a requested guide stream, the continually broadcast 
IPG oaaes being a fraction of a plura lity of available IPG pages, the guide portion of 
the requested IPG page not being one of the co ntinually broadcast IPG 
pages w horoin the roquootod guido str e am includoc a limited numbor of onoodod 
pages for tho roquoctod IPG pago not includod in said broadcast guido otroam ; 

401S16_1 
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a transport multiplexer coupled to the video encoder and operative to receive 
and multiplex the broadcast guide stream and the requested guide stream into a 

transport stream; and 

a modulator coupled to the transport multiplexer and operative to receive the 
transport stream and generate an output signal suitable for transmission. 

20. (Original) The system of claim 1 9, further comprising: 

a session manager operative to receive a request message for the requested 
IPG page and direct the transport multiplexer to multiplex the requested guide 
stream into the transport stream. 

21 . (Original) The system of claim 20, wherein the session manager is 
further operative to receive an acknowledgement indicating that the requested IPG 
page has been received and, in response, direct the transport multiplexer to stop 
multiplexing the requested guide stream into the transport stream. 

22-24. (Cancelled) 
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